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#14768,
P. 0, Bax Ho, 6§60, Fort lsavemworth, EKansas.
D... 10. 1918.

Whitehead and Vogl,

Attorneys and Sounselors,

314-18 Celorado Bldg., -
Denver, Colo.

My dear Friemds:

After having been Dpostpomed thres times, my case
gcame before the court yesterday. The Judge sverrmlsd
some motion of the U. S. Dist. Atty. who is repesenting
Col. Rise, and gave my attermey seven days in whiesh to
prepare some kind of a dbrief. I hmre been umable to ob-
tain partieulars as yet. I believe comment on contioned
postponsmsnts is unmegessary.

Jor eightrdays after my arrest, I steadfastly refused to
Jein the army or work as a prisoner.

As I wrote to you about thres er feur menths age
from Cazp Dodgy, I feel that I did wrong in finally compso-
mising and either working as a prisoner or effering to as-
sept sertain non-cambative poaitioms. It was resognition
ef my mistake that actuated my refusal to accept the first-
alass sergeantsy as clerk to the adjutant im the 19th train
hesadquarters which was teniered me cn September 5th,

I have shown the wrong kind of comsideration fer
my wife. Leove-for her led me imto srromsous reascning amd
resulted in a cempromise with Geod.

To kill or help to kill, is to Break the easily
understeod and uncenditiomal command, "Thou Shalt Mot Kill.®
The military meohine is a killimg machims. To becoms a part
of the machine is to help the mashine conswzmmte its task,

Hy sentence was dated dwg. 10th. On Sept. 5th, I
was offered immmnity if I would accept the aforemsntiomed
position. Refused, and ths execution of my sentemcs was

After arrival at the U. 8. Dissiplimary Barrasks
at FPort Leavemworth, I performed the work assigned te me,
thersdy aiding the killing machine. This institutiom is,
in a certain sense, the main-spring of militarism in Amer-
isa, for, it is fear of imoarseration that keeps many of
those in the army from mutiny and rebesllion.



Yor more than & month, I have intended to refuse
to aid organized mmrder by assisting in the maintemamce
of the Misciplinmary Barracks. Expecting to de relezsed
on a writ of habeas cerpus, I refraimed from aoting upon
my izmtentien. So, from day to day, anmd from week to week,
I have expected to be released, and, to avoid eomplica-
tions, conformed to the rules.of this imstitutioen.

I may be hers for & week more, perhaps fer =
month, anmd, p_oqsibly for a year or mARy Years.

Today I anncumsed ny unwillingness to hold my-
self armensble to the rules. I have discontimmed sup-
porting this adjumst of militariam, whioh, in its fimel
enslysis is wholesale murder. Militarism in its every
ramifigation runs counter to the sublims teachings of the
Nazarens.

God will sustain me in whatever punishment I must
endure. He will sucscor my loved omnes.

The prevalence of Truth is insvitable, and those
whe are persecuted for adheremce to it will eventually
triumph.

I feel no unsasiness for any of my immediate rela-
tives, with the exception of my wife. Ask them to console
her and to persuade her to put her trust im God. Ny wife
has been very faithful, but she has unfortunatsly lacked
the light that blessed my other relatives., I am doing more
for wife and baby tham she ¢an now apyreciate, some day she
will know. She has deen good and true,

I would greatly appreciate your mailing a aopy
of this letter to my mother and to Mr. Welles, Tell Mr.
Belles I will write to him just as soon as pessidle.

Anxiocusly awaiting the time when I can manifest
®y gratitude for your many acts of kindmess, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

(8igned) Ben J. Salmon.
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